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Background
- In parts of Barking and Dagenham, levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) are above legal limits 

- We have an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and are required under EPA 1995 to 

provide an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) to address poor air quality

- Currently meet EU Objective levels for Particulate Matter (PM) however there is no safe 

level or concentration of these pollutants where there is no adverse impact on health

- Negative impacts of poor air quality is empirically linked to poor health

- We know what causes poor air quality and what the concentrations are – we have the 

stat’s and air quality monitoring networks to measure air pollution levels

- AQAP is reviewed by Defra and the GLA for approval, and once adopted, we have to 

report annually on progress



Annual Average Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations and Three GLA A.Q Focus Areas

Currently NO2 concentrations 

are above the limit, primarily 

along major roads such as 

the A13, A12 and most 

smaller arterial roads (see 

yellow-red colours on main 

roads)

Air Quality Focus Areas are 

geographic locations that 

exceed the NO2 annual mean 

limit value and have high 

human exposure





Current problems
- High concentrations of pollution on, and near, main road networks

- Often high population levels adjacent to main road networks – health impacts

- High emissions from road transport, construction and development, vehicle fleet 

composition (e.g., diesel cars, HGVs) etc.

- Air quality monitoring networks operated by LBBD are insufficient in their scale, type and 

number of locations - need to increase air quality monitoring

- There is no existing local policy or mechanism to gain funds from building 

developments/the planning system to adequately resource air quality monitoring, staff or 

air quality projects

- Delivering the AQAP by December 2020



Priorities in AQAP
- Monitoring and core statutory duties

- Emissions from Developments and Buildings

- Public Health and Awareness Raising

- Delivery, Servicing and Freight

- Borough Fleet

- Localised Solutions 

- Cleaner Transport.



Example Actions showing Priorities in AQAP







Timetable

- Report of the draft AQAP to CSG  – 20 August 2020

- 3rd AQ Steering group meeting in 2020 to finalise agreed actions – 1 September 2020

- Present draft AQAP to key cabinet members - 20 Aug to 8 Sept

- Present draft AQAP to OSC – 9 September 2020

- Draft AQAP goes out for public consultation – End September until End November 2020 
(8 weeks min’)

- Present the draft AQAP to CSG for Cabinet consideration and adoption – Early Dec’ 2020

- Present the final AQAP to Cabinet - December 2020


